[Transesophageal echocardiography in the diagnosis of cor triatriatum in the adult].
Cor triatriatum (CT) is a rare congenital defect, surgically correctable, and sometimes difficult to diagnose by cardiac catheterization. This report describes three young patients with this particular defect, one of whom was sent to us because of signs of right ventricular failure. The diagnosis of CT was made by transesophageal echocardiography and confirmed by cardiac catheterization and surgical data. The other two cases underwent cardiac catheterization and cardiac surgery during infancy for other congenital defects. The diagnosis of CT was made only during post-operative controls by transthoracic echocardiography. In these two cases transesophageal echocardiography provided the most valuable information about the morphological features of the membrane and the mitral valve, and about the flow between the two left atrial chambers.